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Royal Charter o'f thc Hudlon'c Bef Ccmpafiy
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H lstorlcal Mlcroreproductlons.

Please note that paragraph breaks - have been introduced to enhance readabllity.

CHARLES THE SECOND, by the Grace of God, Klng of England, Scotland, France, and lre
of the Falth, &c. To ALL to whom these Presents shalt come, greetlng;

WHEREAS Our dear and enUrely beloved Cousln, Prlnce Rupert, Count PalaBne of the Rlt
Bavaria and Cumberland, &c- Christopher; Duke of Albemarld, Wllllam, Earl of Craven, 4
Arlington, Anthony, tord Ashley, Sir John Robinson, and Siir Robert Vyner, l$ttgtGsafd d
Peter Colleton, Baronet, Sir Edwand Hungerford, Knight of the Bndr, Slr Paul Neele. Knlgl
Grifnth and Slr Philip Carteret, Knights, James Hayes, John Klrke, Francls Millington, Wlll

?flffi-@nstderable CommodiUes, ord by suchtrhl*frldng, have already made snrd
as do encourage them to proceed further in POtsuanct of thelr said Deslgn, by means wl
may probably arise very great Advantage to Us and Our Kiagdcm.

AND WHEREAS the said Undertakers, for their further Encouragement in the sald Design _.--1
rfeqggtrt.g[s to incorporate them, and grant unto them, and thelr Successors, the solef I

I Cornmeree{pea$-Sese-Sea+-SeeigFtb, Ba}e1-HveetakesrCreela, an+SounOs-ie+ha-
EffiilFEi-ey shall be, that lie wlthln the entrance of the Streights commonly called Hud:
togefter witfi all the Lands, Countries and Terrltories, upon the CoS and Confines of fi
Stretghts, Biyr, Lakes, Rlyers, Creeks and Sounds, afuresad, whicfi are nd now acfi.rall1
any of our SubJects, or by the SubJecS of any otherChdstlan Prince or State.

llOW KiIOW YE, that We being deslrous to prornote all Endeavours tendlrg b the publicl
People, and to encourage tfre sald Undertaking, HAVEof Our especial Grace, certaln Kno
mers iffion, glverr, grd@ ratlfied; and onfirmed, and by these Pr€sents fur Us, Our
Succes=ors, DO give, grant, ra0fy and onfirm, unto Our sald Coudn Prlnce Rupert, Chri:
of Albemarle, Wllllam, Earl of Craven, Henry, Lord Mlngton, Anthony, Lord Ashley, Slr Jr

5lr Robert Vyner, Slr Peter Ccill€ton, Str Edward Hungerftn4 Slr hul ileeh, Slr Jofm Grll
Ptrllip Carteret, Jarnes Haye, lohn Klrke, Frands Xmmgten, tYilf,am PrGR!ilan, John Fer
Portman, that they, and such others as sfiall be admltted Into the sald Sodety as ls here
e\pressd, shall be one BodV Corporate and PoHUque, In Deed and In Name, by the t{am
Governor and Company of Advenhrrens of England, tradlngr hto ttu&on's 8ay, ard them
of fteGovernorantrCompanyoFtrvienturss-of Englard, trrdlngllnto Hudson's Bay, ont
Corporate and FollHque, In Deed and In Narne, really and fuily fur wer, ftr Us, Our Helrs
Sucessors,

WE DO make ordain, constibrE, esbbllst, @nfirm, and dedare, by these Presents, and
same llame of Govemor and Company of Adventurers of England, trading lnto Hudson's
have perpetual Successlon, and that they and thelr Successors, by the name of the Govc
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@rnpany of Advengrrers of Ergland, trading into Hudson's Bay, be, and at all Tlmes her
personable and capable In taw to have, purchase, receive, possess, 

-enfoy 
and retain, ta

Frivileges, Uberties, lurisdictons, Franchises, and Heredltaments, of what Klnd, Nature r

soeveithey be, to them and the{r Successors; and also b give, grant, detnlse, alien, asg

dispose tands, Tenements and Hereditaments, and to do and exealte all and.slngula^r ot
the same Name that to them shall or may appertaln to do. And that they, and thelr Sucp

Name of rhe Govcmor and company of Adven$rer: of Erurlaccl' fadlrt€l ir*o Hudson's{
and be lmpleaded, ansilrer, and be anwrered, defend, and be defunded, in whatsoever C
places, befiore whatsoever Judges and Justlces, and other Persons and Officers, ln all an<

Acdons, Pleas, Sults, Quarrels, Canses and Demands, whatsoever, of whatsoever Kind, I
ln sudr l,lanns and Form as any other. Our Llege Peode offfris Our Realm of Engrtand, f
able and capable in taw, may, or can have, purchase, receive, possess, enJoy, retain, qf
demise, alien, aslgn, dispose, plead, deftnd, and be defended, do' permit, and executq
said Governor and Company of Advenhrrers of England, trading into Hudson's Bay, ?nd i
Successors, may have a Common Seal to serve for all the Causes and .Rtsinesses of theL
Successors, and that it strall and may be lawful to dte said Governor and Company, and
Suc€essors, Sle same Seal, ftom time to fime, at thelr Will and Pleasure, to break, chanl
make anew, or alter, as to tfiem shall seem expedient.

AND FURTHER WE WILL, and by these Presents fior Us, Our Heirs and Successors, WE D(
there shall be ftorn henceforth one of the same Company to be elected and appolnted ln
hereafter tn these Presents is expressed, whlcft shall be elled The Govemor of the sald t
that the sald Governor and Company shall or may elect Seven of thelr Nurnber In sudr F

hereafter In thes€ Presents ls expressed, whlch shall be called The CommfEec ol thr ik
wh6fi Commtttee of Seven, or anyThree of them, bgether with the @vernor or DepttY
the said Company for the Ume belng, shall have the Dlrectlon of the Voyages of and fior-
Company. andthe Provision of the Shlpplng and Merchandlzes thereunb belonglng, 3-nd
of all f.leicfiandtzes, @ods, and Otfier Thlngs rehrmed, in all or any the Voyages or Ship
sald Company, and the managlng and handllng of all other Buslness, Affalrs and Things,
the sald Company.

AND WE WILL, ordain, and grant by these Fresents for Us, Our Heirs and Successors, un
Governor and C.ompann and their Successors, that they the sald Goyernor and Compan'
Successors, sha[ from hencefurth br ever be ruled. ordered and governed, accordhg to
ard For.ftas ls-hereafter l*$esePresents expressed, and nst othenrise: And that they
hold, retain, and €oJoy the Grants, Ubertles. Prlvlleges, Jurlsdlctlons and Immunities, on
these PresenB granted and elgressed, and no other. And fur the better Executson of Out
In thls Behalf,

WE HAVE ASSIGIIIED, norninated, constituted, and made, and by these PresettB br Us, r

Successons, WE DO ASSIGN, nominate, constltute and make, our sald Cousin, PRINCE R

Sre ffi and prert Governor of tfre said Company, and to continue'rrr Sle sairl ()ffi69 fr'
ttrese Presents un0l the t0th t{ovember then nerC folbwtng, tf he, frie saldPrince Ruperl
llve, and so until a new Govemor be cfiosen by the said Company In Form hereafter expt

AND AI.SO WE HAVE asslgned, nomlnated and appoinbd, and by ttese Presents for-lJs,
Succssorc, WE DO asslgn, nomlnate and consUhrte, the sald 5lr lohn Roblnson, Slr'Rob
Feter Collebn, Jarnes Hayes, John Klrke, Francls Mllllngton, and John Portman, to be the
and present Cornmittees of the sald Company, from the Date of these Presents until the
of l{ovember then also ner<t followlng, and so unUl new Commlttees shall be cfiogea in R
eDgressed ,

AND FURT?|ER WE WItt and grant .by tt2€s€ Presents, forlr+-our-Hplrs an4!r*tr_g 
-

Governr and Cornpany and &rgr Subessors, -and{or I
Governor and Company br the Tlme belng, or the greater Part of them present at any p
essembly ommonly called, The Court General to b€ holden for tre sald Cornpany, the G
saH Company befig ahvays one, frrom [rrn to tsme to cle(t, rrcmlnate and appoint o!|€ I
Companyto 6e O"prty tothe sald Govemor; whlch Deputy shall take a corporal Oath' b
Governor and three or more of the Commlttee of the sald Company fior the Ume belng. v

fal$frdty b exeote hts saH Ofrce of Deputy to fte Goverrpr of the said CompanY, an{
so hken, shall and may from Unre to Ume, In the Absence of the sald Governor, exerciq,f
the Office of @nernor of the sald C.ompann In suclr Sort as the sald Governor ought to',f

AND RrRTI{ER WE WILL and grant by these Presents, for Us, Our Heirs and Successors,
Gwemor and C-ompany of Adventurcrs of England, tradlng into Hudson's Bay, and dteir

pase2 or8 
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that they, or the greater part of them, whereof the Governor br the Time being, or hls t
one, from time to Hme, and at all Times hereafter, shall and may have Authority and Por
every Y€a'F, betwce+the frrst and lasLDa+of Novemher, to,assemble and meeLtogef!.er
convenient Place, to be appointed hom time to Ume by the Governor, or in hls Absence I

of the sald Governor for the Tlme belng, and that they beirg so assembled, tt shall and J
to and fur the sald Govemor or Deputy of the said Govemor, and the sald Company for I
or the greater Part of them whidr thenshall Sappen+e-be@ €orye+nor .

Company, or hls Deputy fior the Time belng to be one, to elect and nominate one of the :

whlch shall be Govemor of the said Company for one whole Year, then next following, wl
bdng so dected and nominated to be Governor of the said Company, as is abresaid, be
admttted to the Execution of the said Ollice, shall take a corporal Odr before the last Gr
hls Predecessor or hls Deputy, and any three or more of the Comnrittee of the sald Corpl
Tlme belng, that h€ shall from time to time, wdl and truly execute the OfrFce of @vemp
Company, in all Thlngs concerning the sarne; and that immediately after the same Oathl
shatl and may execute and-sseSe sald€fllce of Governor of the said crr4ra-ry;tr e{rq
from thence next followlng. And in like Sort We wlll and grant, That as well eveny one of
named to be of the said Company or Fellowshlp, as afl o$rers hereafter to be adrnttted, c
sald Company, shall take a corporal Oath before the Governor of the sald Company, or h
the Emele{ng;u euch Effect as hp tha said Governor and Company, or the gp# par''r
any publick Court bo b€ held fior the sald Company, stratl be ln reasonable and legnl t{anr
and devlsed, befiore they shall be allowed or admttted to trade or traffrck as a Freeman c
Company.

AND FURTHER WE WILL and grant by these Presents, for Us, Our Helrs and Successors,
Governor and Company, and thelr Successors, That the sald Governor, or Depdy @ven
rest of the said Cornpany, and thelr Successors for the Tlrne being. or the greater Part ot
the Governor or Deputy Governor, hom Ume to tlmq te beonq shaft,an4 may from tiq,
at all Times hereafter, have Fower and Authority yearly, and every Year, betrreen tfre q[
of November, to assemble and meet together In some convenlent Place, from ume to Un
appolnted by the sald Governor of the sald @mpany, or In his Absence by hls Deputy; d
be{ng so assemHed, lt shall and may be lawful to ard for $e said €orrernor or h}s Deput
Comparry for the Time belrlg, or the greater Part of them, whtctr then shall happen to be
whereof the Govemor of the sald Company, or hls Depr,rty for the Time belng to be one,
norninate Seven of the said C-ompany, whlcfi shall be a Comrnlttee of the said Company,
Year from ifien next ensuing, whl# Persen+beiry-secbct€4@be-acqr
sald Company as aforesaid, befiore they be admitted to the Execution of ttrelr Ofice; shil
corporal Oath, before the Govemor- or hls De$y, and any three or more of the sald Col
said Company, being thelr last Predecessors, that tfiery, and every of tlrem, shall well arifi
perform thelr-sai*€ffieeof€e6s6"* in all-Things oneerntng the m -aadltrat |mr{
the said Oath so taken, they shall and may execut€ and use thelr sald Office of Co;nmitl
Comparry, for one whole Year fnom thence next followlng.

AftlD IIOREOVE& Our tUilt and Pleagrre ts, and by these feserts, lbr Us, Our ftelrsand
DO GRANT unto the said @vemor and Company, and thelr Successors, that when, and,
shall happen, the Governor or Deputy Governor of the sald Cornpany for the Tlme befngj
vnitlin_one Y.ear afier thpt he drall be nomloated, glectedr aldflefn ts SeOEfe-ofgd
the sald Company, as ls aforesald, to dle or to be removed from the sald Offfce, wh|c6 d
Deputy Governor not demeanlng hlmself welf In hls sald Ofifice,

WE WIII to be removeable at the Pleasure of the rest of the said Company, ortfie grrcat
whldt sfiall be preent at tfielr publick AssemHle, cornmonly called, Their General Coud
the sald C-ompaoy, that theo, and so often lt sfia[ and may be lawful b ald fior the Resir
Company for the Tlme belng, or the greater Part of them, withln a convenlent Tlme, afte
Semvlag ofaoy-sudt eolcrnor, or Deprfy Gorenror to ffiln srdr-co
as they shall thtnk fit, fur the Electiqt of the @vems r Deputy Governor of the saH Cr
that the sald Company, or the greater Part of them, belng then and there present, shalf
and there, befure th€{r Degarture ftom the sald Place, dect and nomlnate one other of U
Company, to be Govcrnor or Dcputy GorernorforOte sai6Cornpany, In the Plae and St
so dled or wtl$ rernoved; wttldr Ferson bcing so dected ard nominated to the Ofhce of G
Depu9 Governor of the sald Company, shall have and exercise the satd Ofrce, fur an6d
Resildue of the sald Year, taldng first a orporal Oath, as ls afuresatd, fur the due
thls to be done from Ume to Hme, so often as the Case shall so regulne,

AND ALSO, Our Will and Pleasure is, and by ttr€se Presents, for tls, Our Heirs and Srrcce
grant unto the sald Governor and Company, that when, and as often as lt shall happen a
Persons of the Committee of the sald Company br the fime being, at afiy Time wttldn or
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after that they or any of them shall b€ nominated, elect€d ard swom to $e Office of Cor
sald Cornpany as is aforesaid, to die or to be removed from the sald Office, which Comm
demeaning thernsefves well in their said Office, We wfll, to be refiove$k* at the Pleasur
@vernor and Company, or thc greater Part of thcm, whereof the Crovernor of the $!d C

Time belng, or his Deputy, to be one; that then, and so often, it shall and may be lawful
sald Governor, and the rest of the Company for the Tlme belng, or the greater Part of t\
lfre Governor brtlre Time bdngn or his Dquty" to be one, wlthkr convenient TtrneAted
removing of any of the said Committee, to assemble tfremsetves In sufi convenient Plac
be usual and accustomed for the Election of the Govemor of the sald Company, or wherr
Governor of the said C.ompany br the Tlrne belng, or hls Deputy, shall appoinL And that
@vernor and-Comgany, or the greatft part of them, whereof the Governor for the Time
Deputy, to be one, being then and there present, shall, and may, then and there, be(ore
Deparhrre hom the sald Place, elect and nominate one or more of the said Company, R
Commlttee of the sald Company In the Place and Stead of him or them that so died, or \4

rernaved, which Person or Persons so nominated and elected to the Office of CommftteC
Company, shall have and exerdse the said Office, for and durtng the Residue of the said
first a corporal Oath as ls afuresald, br tfie due Execution thereof, and tfiis to be done ft
Ume, so often as the Case shall requlre. And to the End the said Governor and Company
of England tnding Into Hudson's Bay, may be encouraged to undertake, and erffectually'
thesai+desigar ef€ur mere espeea+ Graee, ee€in{newledgB, the rnere }ls$on-

WE IIAVE glven, granted and onfirmed, and by these PresenE, for lJs, Our Helrs and 31
glve, grant, and conflrm, unto the said Governor and Company, and thelr Succmers, tlf
and Commerce of all those Seas, Strelghts, Bdys, Rivers, Lakes, Creeks, and Sounds, In'
taUhrde they shall be, that lle withln the Entrance of the Sbelghts ommonly called Hud:
together wlth all the Lnnds and Terrltorles upon the Countries, Coasts and Conffnes of th
Lakes, Klvers, Creeks, and Sounds aforesaid, that are not already actually possessed by
any of our Subjects or possessed by the SubJects of any other Ctuistian.Pritrce or State,
Fishing of all Sorts of Fish, Whales, Sturgeons, and all other Royal Flshes, In the Seas, $
Rivens wtthln the Premfsses, and the Flsh thereln taken, together wlth the Royalty of thq
CoasE wl$ln $e LlmiB afioresald, and all l.llnes Royaf, as we{f dlscovered as not dlscovq
Sllver, Gems, and preclous Stones, to be found or disovered wltfiln fte Tenriffies, tlrni
aforeald, and that the sald Land be ftom henceforth reckoned and reputed as one of ou
Colonles In Amerlca, called Rupert's l-and.

AND FURTHE& W€ DO by these Presents, fior Us, Our Helrs and Successorls, tnake, creal
onsUUte, the saH Gorernor and C.ompany brtheTlme belng, and thelr Successors, tttr
absolute Lords and Proprietors, of the same Teffiory, Umits and Places aforesald, and o
Premisses,

SAVIIIIG ALWAYS, the Falth, Alleglance and Sovereign Domlnlon due to Us, our Helrs anc
for the same

TO HAVE, HOLD, possess and enJoy the said Territory, Umits, and Places, and all and qlr
Femisses, fiereby granted as afbresald, with trelr, and enery of thetr Rbhts, Membersn
Prerogatlves, RoyalHes, and Appurtenances whatsoe'ner, to tfiem the sald Ggvernor and
thelr Succsors for ever,

TO BE HOLDET{ of Us, Our Helrs and Successors, as of Our Manor of East Greenwich in o
Kent, in free and comrnon Soccage, and not In Capile r by l&rlghfs Sewice;

YEILDING AND PAYING yearly to Us, Our Helrs and Succ*sors, br the same, two Elks q
Beavers, whensoever, and as often as We, Our Hdrs ard Successors, shall happen to e1f
said Countries, Terrltorl€s and Reglons hereby granted.

AilD FURT}IER' Our lltill and Pleasure ts, and by tfiee Presents, for Us, Our Heirs and 5t
DO grant unto the sald Governor and Cornpany, 

-and 
to thelr Successors, that lt shall ar

lawful, to and for the sald Governor and C,ompany, and thdr Successors, fTorn Hme to Ut
rcenrlb tnemselves, tv q about any the lrlatEns, Causes, Affalrs, or Buslnesses of &c
any Place or Places br tfie same convenlent, wlthln our Domlnlons or elsewhere, and tftt
Court fur the sald Company, and the Affalrs thereof; and that also, lt shall and may be Ii
Srem, and the greater Part of dl€m, be[rq so assembled, and that shall then and tfieret
any suctr Place or Places whereof ttre Governor or hls Deputy for the Tlme belng to be or
ordaln, and constltute, such, and so trutny reasonable Laws, ConsUtuUons, Orders and O

Pase4 of8 
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to them, or tfie greater part of them belng then and there presenL shall seem necssary
convenlent for the good Govemment of the said Company, and of all Govemors of Colon

Plantatlons, Factort Masters, Mariners, and other Offtcers emp{oyed or to be empleyed,
Terrftorles and Lands aforesaid, and in any of their Voyages; and fior the better Adtrance

Con6nuance of the sald Trade, or TrafFc and Plantadons, and the same [aws, Constitutll
Ordlnances so made, to put In Use and execute accordingly, and at thelr Pleasure to reYJ

tfi€ same, or any of them, as the occasion shall regulre: Ard $at $e sald Governor an4
often as they shall make, ordaln, or establish, any such [aws, Constlhrtlons, Orders, anc

such Form as aforesaid, shall and may tawfulty lmpose, ordaln, llmft and provide, such P

and Punlstrments upon all Offenders, conFary to such taws, Consdhrdons, Order: and 
_O

any of them, as to the said Govemor and Company for the1lme be'tng, or the greater Pa

thdn and there being present, the said Governor or his Deputy being always one, shall sr

requisite, or convenient for the Obsenration of the same taws, Con*itutsons, Orders anc

and 1}re same Fines and Amerciaments shatl and may by thelr Offfcers and Servants, frot

to be appointed fior that Purpose levy, take and have, to the Use of the said Goveraor-an
and their Sucessors, without Bre Impedlrnert of Us, Our Heirs or Successors, or of any
Minlsters of Us, Our Heirs or Successors, and wfrfrout any Account therefore to Us, Our I
Successors, to be made. All and slngular which Laws, Consiltutions, Orders and Ordinant
aforesaid, to be made,

WE WILL to be duly observed and kept under the Pains and Penafties therein to be conta
ahrays as the sald Larvs, Constih.ilions, Orders and Ordinances, Pines and Arnerdaments
reasonable, and nst contrary or rcpqgnant, but as near as may be agre€able to$c{rurt
Customs of tttis our Realm.

AND FURTHERMORE, of our ample and abundant Grace, certain Knowledgg, and mere M

granted, and by these Presents for us, otlr tledrc an4successors- Do g{ant unto the salt
C-ompany, ard the$r Suressors, Urat Hrery, and the{r Sucessors, and their Factors, Serv
Agents, for them, and on thelr Behalf and not othenrise, shall for ever hereafter have, u

not only the whole, en$re, and only Trade and Traffick, and the whole, entlre, and only I

-andPdvile{grofTradlngandTraf,Ec{dngtoandfrromtieTErltaryrltrpllsanrlFlacesafu
the whole and entlre Trade and Traffic*, to and from all Havens, Bays, Creeks, Rlvers, La

Into whlctr they shall find Entrance or Passage by t'Vater or land out of tfie Terrltories, U
afioresaid; and b and with all the llaUve and People, inhabfting, or whidr shall lnhabit v
Terrttortes, Llmltsand Plares aforpsatd; andtoand with all other Nations inhabi$ng any
a Jacent to the said Terrttories, Umits and Places whldr are not already possessed as afi
wh€r€of the sole Ubsty or Privikge of Trade and Traffick b not gmnted b any other o('
AND WE of our further Royal Favour, and of Our more especial Grace, certaln Knowledgq
l4oflon,

HAVE gnnted, and by these Presents for Us, Our Helrs and Successors, DO grant to the
and Gompany, and to thefr Succssors, that neltfier the saH Terrltories, UmlE and Place
granted as aforesaif, noraqf Part{fiereof, rwtfielsffis; tfap€ns, Port$€fricq, Tovvns
thereof, or thereln contalned, shall be vlslted, frequented or haunted, by any of the Su\J
Helrs or Successons, @nUary b the tnre Heanfrg of thee Presents, and by Virtue of Oil
Royal, h'htdl We will nd have in that Behalf argrcd or broght into Qlestlon; tl

WE STREIGHTLY drarge, ommand and prohiblt, for Us, Our Heirs and Succesors, all th
Us, Our Heirs and Successors, of what Degree or Quality soever they be, that none of th
Indtrecdy, do vislt, haunL frequent or trade, traffic or advsttnq, by way of Flereiardire
any the sald Terrltories, UmlE or Phes, hueby granted, s ioy, or eluter of them, othe
Gonernor and Company, and sucfi parficular Pef;sons as now be, or hereafter shall be, o(
thelr Agents, Fadors, and Asslgns, unless lt be by the Licence and Agreement of the sai\
Company In Wrltsng nr* had and obtalned, under the{r C.ommn Se€|, to begra*edi {rP '

6/ery such Person or Persons that shall trade or traffick lnto or from any of the Counffie
Umlts aforesald, other than the sald Governor and Company, and thelr Successors, shall
Indlgrndon, and the Forfelhre, and the l.oss of tfie Goods, l.lerdtandlzes, and other Thir
whatsower, s'ttldt so strall be brought Inb ttrls Realm of €r1glard, c aytheEtominions
contrary to our sald ProhtblHon, or the Purport or tnte Meanlng of these Presents, for wh
Gorernon and Company shall flndr lake and setre, ln odter f'laes out of our Domlnlonq
Cornpany, theh Agents, Factors or l,llntsters, shall trade, trafnck or Inhablt, by Vlrhre of t

Letter:s Patent, as also the Shlp and Shlps, wlth the Furnlhtre thereof, wherdn sudl-Goot
mercnanapes, iild ptfrel'Thlngq, shall be bmught and fourd, dte one Half of all the SpP
be b [Js, our n3lfr ?Fq 6il!{E6FflIF, and the other Hatf thereof '

Pase 5 of E lef
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l ?("
WE DO by thcse Presents dearty and wholly fior Us, Orr Heirs and Successors, give and ,

sald Govemor and Company, and tfieir Successors.

AilD FURTHE& all and orery the said Ofienders, for their sald Contempt, to sufFer sucfi r

Punlshment as to Us, Our Helrs and Successorc, for so high a Contempt, shall seem mee
convenient, and not to be in anywise delivered unUl they, and every of them, shall becol
$esafd Govemsr$r$e time$engFirlSe Sumof€nelseusad Pounds at the least, ai
after to trade or traffick into any of the said Places, Seas, Streights, Bays, Ports, Havens
aforesaid, contrary to our express Commandrnent in that Behalf set down and publlshed

AND FURTHER, of Our more especial Grace, WE HAVE condescended and granted, and b
kesents for Us, Our Helrs and Successors, DO grant unto the said Govemor and Comga
Successors, that We, Our Helrs and Successors, will not grant Liberty, Licence, or Powel
or Persons whatsoever, contrary to the Tenor of these Our Letters Patent, to fade, tra4
unto or upon any the Territories, UmiE or Places, afore spedfied, contrary to the Fue M
Presents, without the C.onsent of the said Governor and Company, or the most part of th

Al{D, OF Our lTpre abundant Gnce and Favour to the said Govemor and Company, WE I

declare Our Wlll and Pleazure to be, That lf lt shall so happen, that any of the Persons frr
free of the sald Company of Mventurers of England tradlng into Hudson's Bay, who shal
going brtfi of any Shlp or Ships apXlinted lor i VOVAGE, or otherwtse, promi-se or agre(
under hls or their Hands, to adventure any Sum or Sums of Money, towgrds thc furnisbft
Provislon, or Malntenance of any Voyage or Voyages, set forth, or to be set forth, or inte
to be set fbrtfi, by the said Governor and Company, or the rnore Part of them present at
Assembly, commonly catled Their General Court, shall not withln the Space of twenty Da
Warnlng_glven to hlm or tJtem, by the said Governor or Corrpany, or thelr known QfFcer
bring In and deliver to the Treasurer or Treasurers appointed for the Company, suchsur
stall have been exprcssed and s€t down ln Wrltlng, by the sald Person or Persons, subg
Name of sald Adventurer or Adventurers, that then, and at all Tlmes after, tt shall and d
and for the satd @vernor and Compa ny, oJ the more Part of them presenf, whereof bd
or hls Depug to be one, at any of fielr General Courts or General Assemblies, to removt
dlsfranchfse hlm or Utem, and every such Person and Persons at thelr Wilfs and Pleasure
they so rernoved and dtsfinanchlsed, not to be perrnltted to trade into the Countries, Terr
Urnits aforesaid, or any Part thereof, nor to have any Mventure or Stoek geirtgl or remal
amongst the said Company, wlthout the spedal Ucence of the said Governor and Compa
more Fart of ttem preserrt at any @neral Court, flrst had and obtalned in that Betralf, at
in these Presents to the conbzry thereof in anywise notwithstanding.

At{D OUR WIff. AilD PI-EASURE rs, and hereby we do abo ordaln, That it shall and rnay t 
'

and for the sald Govemor and Company, or the greater Part of them, whereof the Gover
Time belng, or his Deputy to be one, to admit into, and to be of the said Company, all st
Facbrs, of or br the saitl Compary,-andaltsucLffiers-astothenr, or tfre most Parlof
at any Court held for the sald Company, the Govemor or hls Deputy belng one, shall be
agreeable with the Orders and Ordlnances made and to be made br the Govemment of
Company.

AI{D FURfiE& O{n t{lll and Pleasure 8, aird by tiese Fesents, for us, Our Hdrs and Sr
DO grant unto the said Govertorand Company, ard to their Sucaessors, tlrat it shall ant
ln all Electlons, and Bye-laws to be made by the General Court of the Adventurers of the
tfiat every Ersqr#l have a nrrrfiberoit otga@rdfrErb-ttrStoOq ffi6to saf. foi
Fo,unG by htm subsslbed or brouglt bttrt dte pr€sertr Stoda one Vote, and fiat any of t
subscrlbed less than one hundred Pounds, may Joln thelr respective Sums to make up ot
Pornds, and have one Votejolndy for the sarn€, and not otherwlse

AND FURTHE& Of Our especlal Grace, certaln Knowledge, and mene Motion, WE DO for I

and Successors, grant to and wlth the sald Govemor and Cornpany of Advenfurers of En
Into Hudson's Bay, tftat all Lands, Idands, T€rrtbrks, Ptantat{urs, Foilts, Fortifica$ons, F
€olonles, where the sald Company's Factorfes and Trade are or shall be, wltHn any the t
afure llmlted, shall be fmmedhEty and from benofirth, under tfie Poyrer and Command
@vernor and Company, thelr Surcors and As$grns; savlng tlre Faith and Alleghne d
performed to Us, Our Helns and Sucessors afioresald; and that the sald Governor and Cr
have Uberty, ftdl Fourer and Authalty, b appoht and establlsfi Governors, and all other
govem them, and that tlte Govemor ard hb Coundl of tfie sryeral ard respedve Placpe
Company shall have PlantaUons, ForG, Factorles, Colonles, or Places of Trade wlthln any
l-ards or Terttorles hereby granted, may have Fower to Judge all Persons belonglng to t
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Governor and Company, or that strall llve under them, in all C-auses, wheffter Civil or Crit
accordlng to the Laws of this Klngdom, and to execute Jusiltce accordlngly, And, in Case
Misdemeanor sHl be contmltted in any of the sald Company's PlantaUont Forts, Factor
Trade within tfie Umtts aforesaid, where tudicah.lre cannot be executed fior want of a Go
Council there, then in sucfr Case it shall and may be lawful for the dtief Factor of that Pt:

Councll, to transmit the Party, together with the Offence, to sucfi other Plantation, Facto
where $ere shall-be-a €ove'rn'r an+gonrdt, ryheFe @, or into th l
England, as shall be thought most convenlent, there to recetve such punlshment as the I

Offence shall deerve.

AND HCIR,EOVER, Our Wilt and Pleasure Ls, md by these Presents, for Ut Our Fleirs and
DO GM and grant unto the said Governor and Company, and thelr Successors, free US
Ucene, in case they conceive it necessry, to send elther Ships of War, Men or Ammurlf
their PlantaUons, Forts, Factories, or Ptaces of Trade aforesaid, for the Securtty and Oeff
sarne, and to ctroose Commanders and Officers over them, and to give them Power and
Comrnisslon under their Comnmn Seal or otherwise, to contlnue or make reace or tYar v
or People whatsoever, that are not Christlans, In any Places where the sald Company sh;
PlantaUons, Forts or Fadorles, or adJacent thereunto, as sha[ be rnost for thendva*agt
tfie sald Governor and C-ompany, and of tfielrTrade; ard also to rlght ard rrcrnpense t
upon the Goods, Estates or People of those Parts, by whom the sald Govemor and Comp
sustaln any InJury, Loss, or Damage, or upon any other People whatsoever that shall an\
tg th€ Irfrent of these Presents, lntemrp( ilrong or lnjure thern In their sald Trade, witlrl
Places, Terrltories, and Umits, granted by thls Charter. And that lt shall and rnay be lawl
the satd Govemor and Company, and thelr Successors, from tlme to Ume, and at allTlm
heneforth, to ered and bulld sudr C.asdes, Fortfica0ons, Forts, Garrlsors, C-olonles or F

Towns gr Vfllages, In any Parts or Places withln the Llrntts and Bounds granted before in
unto the sald Governor and Company, as they in thelr Discretion shall think fit and requl
the Supply of such as shall be needful and onvenient, to keep and be tst the same, to $(
Kingdom, to the sald Castles, Forts, Fortficatlons, Garrlsons, Colonies, PlantaHons, Towl
afl Klnds of Cloatfring, Provisiqn of Vlctuals, AmmunfUon, and Implerl€rts, necessaryjot
gdytfistheDuttes arrffiu$oms iorlile same, as also to transport and carry over sudt Nt
belng willing tftereunto, or not prohtblted, as they shallthink fit, and afso to govem then
and reasonable l{anner as the said Govemor and Company shall thlnk best, and to infllcl
for lllsderneanors, or impose strch Flnes upon tfiem fior Breadr of their Orders, as ln thel
formerty erer€lse+

AND Ft RTHE& Our wlll and Pleasure ls, and by these Preseits, for Us, gur Helrs and 5r
DO grant unto the said Govemor and Company, and to thelr Successors, full Po*er-and
to selze upon the Persons of all such Engllstr, or any other Our Subjeds, whlctt shall sail
&y, or inhabit in any of the Countries, Islands or TsriGories hereby gnnted to the said
Company, wl$rout their Leave and Llcense In that Behalf first had and obtained, or that r

or dlsobey thelr Ordens, and send tltem to England; and that all and every Person or Per
SfubFrts, any walts empbyed by tfie sald Governor and Company, wltfrln any of thePart
Umits afioresald, $all be liable unto and suffer sudr Punlshment for any Offences by the
the Parts afuresalci, as the President and Coundl for the sald Govemor and Company th\
fib and the tlstt of the Ofime sftall rqulre, as aforesal{ and in case any krson orff
convlcted and sentenced by the Presldent and Council of the sald Governor and Cornpan'
Countrl€s, Lands, or Umlts aforesald, their Factors orAgents there, for any Offence by U
appeal ftom the silme; tfiat then and In sudr Case, lt sfiall and may be lawful to and fur
PreHent and Council, Faetors, or Agents, to setze upon hlm or them, andto afry hfgr c
Prtsonerslnto Enghanf, to the salf Governor and C6mpany, there to receive sudr eondlg
as hls Cause shall requh€, and tlte law of this Na$on alh,vu of: and for the b&r Dtscovr
and InJuries to b€ done unto the sald Governor and Company, or thelr Successors, by ar
them to be employed in the safd Voyages and PlantaUons, ft shall and may be larddto i
Governoi- and C-ompany, and thelr respecUve Preddent, Ctil€f Agent or Govemor in tfie F

to examlne upon Oath afl Factors, Masters, Pursers, Supercargoes, Commanders of Cast
ForUfications, Plantatiom or Colonles, or other Persons, touchlng or concerning any Matt
yvhidr by taw or Usage an Oath rnay be admlnistered, so as the said Oath, and the Mattr
contalned, be not repugnantr bulagreeabletothe lawsof ttrls R€alR.

A!lD, WE DO hereby streighty cfiarge and cornrnand all and singular, our Admlrals, Vice'
Justlces, Mayors, Sheriffs, Constables, Balllffs, and all and singular other our Officers, Ml
i4en and Subjects ufrratsoever, to be aldtng, favouring, helplng and assistitrg, to the sald
C,onryny, and to thdr Sucreors, and to thelr DepuUes, Offiers, Fadors, Servants, As,
Mlnlsters, and wery of them, In execuUng and enJoylng the Premisses, as well on land i
Ume to Urne. when any of you shall thereunto be required;

Paee 7 of 8
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Governor and Compaoy, ff that strall live under them, in all Causes, whetfier Gvil or Cril
accordlng to the laws of this Kingdom, and to execute JusilJce accordlngly. And, In Case
Mlsderneansrsha[ be eemsriEte4 ln anfsf thesai4€@ fo€-faeoe
Trade wtthin the Umits aforesaid, wtrere ludicahrre cannot be exec-uted fur want of a Go'
Coundl there, then in such Case it shall and may be lawful for the chief Factor of that Pli
Councll, to transmit the Party, together with the Offence, to such other PlantaUon, Fa{to
wh€relfrere shalt$e:Ggvemerand€enncil, ,orir*o thl
England, as shall be thought most convenient, there to receive sudr punishment as the I

Offence shall deserve.

AND-FIOREOVE$ OOr Wilf and Pleasure is, and by these Presents, for Us, Our Heirs an{
DO GIVE and grant unto the said Governor and Company, and their Successors, free U\
Ucene, in case they conceive ft nesessary, to send either Ships of War, l.len or Arnmunlt
their Plantatigns, Forts, Factorles, or Places of Trade aforesaid, for the Security and Defe
sarne, and to choose Cornrnanders and fficers over them, and to give them Power and
CommBlon ureder th€tr @rnrnon Seal or cttrerwise, to contlnue or make reace or War v
or People whatsoever, that are not Chrlstians, In any Places where the said Company sht
PlantaUons, For$ or Fadories, or adjacent thereunto, as shall be mo* br the Advantagt
the-ffi&mpany, ard of fieFTFde; and also to rtght and recomp€nse $
upon the Goods, Estates or People of those Parts, by whom the sald Governor and Comf
sustain any InJury, Loss, or Damage, or upon any other Peopte whatsoever that shall ari'
to the lrt€nt of these fresenB, Intetnrpt, nrong or lnjure them io lfre{r seid *re, rrel

--ftEces;ffitortes, and Limlts, granteil ty ttrls Charter. And that tt shall antl may be lawl
the sald Governor and Compa ny, and ttrelr Successors, from time to tirne, and at all fim
hencefior$, to erect and build sudr C-as:des, ForUficaUons, ForB, Garrlsons, Colonies or F
Towns or Vlllages, in any Parb or Places wlthin the Umlts and Bounds gfanted before In
untrthesatre@ as they'ln ffi fft and regui
the Supply of sucfi as shall be needful and convenient, ho keep and be in tfie same, to s€
Klngdom, to the said Casdes, Forts, Foffica6ons, Garrisons, Colonles, PlantaUons, Towr
all Klnds of Cloathing, Provision of Victuals, Ammunition, and Impfements, necessary for

-paf*n**e Et*iesandffqns for ttre same, as affio fdnsport and rarry over sudt-f'{r
being wffllng thereunto, or not prohlbited, as they shall think nt, and also to govern then
and reasonable Manner as ttre sald Govemor and Company shalt think best, and to inflid
fior !,lisderneanors, or lmpose such Fines upon them fior Breadr of their Qrders, as in tfig
formerly expressed.

AND RJRTHE& Our Will and Pleanre ls, and by these Pnesents, br Us, Our Heirs and 51
DO grant unto the sald Governor and Company, and to thelr Successors, full Power q'ld-i
ffizetpon , yrrhldr stall sail
Bay, or inhabt In any of t}te Countrles, Idands orTmittrl€s her€by granted to the said
Company, wlthout their Leave and Ucense In that Behalf first had and obtained, or that r

or dlsobey their Orders, and send them to England; and that all ard evsy Person or Per
Subjeets,-any-waye€mbffi rf
Umlts aforesald, shall be llable unto and suffier such Rrnlshment for any Ofrences by the
the Parts afuresald, as the Presldent and Coundl for the sald Govemor and Company the
fiL ard $e t{erit of the Offence shall requtnef as aforesald; and In cirse any Person or Pe
convlcted and sentenced by the President and Coundl of the sald Governor and Compan'
Countries, lands, or UmlB aforesaid, thelr Factors or AgenB ther'e, for any Offence by d
appeal ftom the same; that then and in sudr Case, ft siall and may be lawful to and fior
Presldent and Councll, Factors, or Agents, to seize upon hlm or them, and to Grry him g
Prtseneelnte-gndan+to$€-sai+6overnor an*€ompany; thereto receiv*u$ condig
as hb Cause sfiall requirc, and the taw of this llafron allorv of: and fior tfie better Discow
and InJurles to be done unto the said Governor and Company, or thelr Successors, by ar
them to be employed in the said Voyages and PlantaUons, lt shall and may be lawful to ;
Govemor and Cornpany, iDd thelr rcryeeti*e pregdeffi,€hlcf *gmtorGoryernorffire f
to examlne upon Oatfi all Factors, Masters, Pursers, Supercargoes, Commanders of Cast
FordficaUons, Plantations or Colonles, or other Persons, touching or concernlng any Matt
rt'hldt by taw or Usage an Oath may be admlnistered, so as the sald Oath. and the t'lattr
contalned. be not repugnantrbd-agreeabletobelaws of ttls Realm.

AND, WE DO hereby streighty drarge and commard all and singular, our Adrnlrals, Viq.
Jusflces, l,layors, Sheriffs, Constables, Balliffs, and all and slngular other.our Offlcers, !l
Men and Subrects whatsoenrer, to be aldlng, fiavouring, helptng andasffing, tolfie sald
Cnmqrrf , and to tneir Surcors, and to 6relr D€flrdes, Oftem, Fadors, Servants, As,
Mlnlsters, and enrery of them, In executing and enJoying the Premisses, as well on land i
time to Um€, when any of you shall thereunto be required;
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AllY STATUTE, Act, Ordinance, Proviso, Pnodamatlon, or Restraint heretobre had, made
ordalned, or provlded, or any other Matter, Cause or Thlng whatsoever to the contrary ir
notwlthstanding,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent;

WIINESS OURSELF at Westminster, the SecontfDay ofllay, ffirf
Reign.

By Writ of Privy Seal,

PIGOTT.

Hudson's Bay @rnpany (Hbc) - Copyrlght 2d)8 all rights resenred.
Website Leoal.Terms and Condi$ons I Prlvaor Pollcy

httn://www.hbc.com/hbcheritae€/oollections/archivaVcharter/charter.asp 05106/2008


