
“the original governing body of the Secwepemc Nation” !!
November 29, 2017 
Secwepemc Nation Elder’s Council  
Neskonlith Band Hall !!
00:00 
Richard Lebourdias    ——     I’ve just heard on the news, two days ago, and I’ve known 
about it for about a year.  I was talking to the INAC chief Harold Aldjin, Coldwater Band 
and he was telling me that there’s a leak in the pipe and it has been there for a number 
of years.  Kinder Morgan won’t do anything about it so two days ago somebody had the 
gonads to bring it to the news.  It’s on the news now.  There’s a leak there. They’re 
probably gonna have to do something about it now.  So this is Kinder Morgan.  They 
want to more than double the product of crude or whatever it is they ship through there. 
 The problem with that, and I will use my community as an example, They have two 
pipelines that are going through my community.  Right down the middle of our field. 
 Now those pipelines are built and tested for 300,000 gallons to go through it.  They 
want to now, with an upgrade…  
Whats going on? !
1:32 
Sally Hunter:     Arnie told me to turn it up.  !
00:00 
Richard Lebourdias    ——    Back then it was 380,000 or something like that per hour 
going through that pipe. With the new process that they wanna build and double those 
lines where ever they can. They’re gonna up that 780,000 gallons / hr. or a day or 
whatever the heck it is.  So that’s more than double.  Now can that old pipeline built in 
1952(?), can it handle the new pressure that will be put on it?  We don’t know, but we 
have a lot of concerned people.  Henry Sauls (Saw-ses) is one.  Along with the rest of 
us.  But we haven’t said anything about it.  
A resolution was table here looking for your support.  I drafted a DRAFT ( No KM ) 
Resolution.  I’m gonna read it out and see what you guys think.  !
Whereas: We the Secwepemc Elders are caretakers of our great territory !
Whereas: We as Elders are very concerned for our lands and resources !
Whereas: We believe that the bc and Federal Environment Regulations are not to the 
best            interest of most of the people in bc, including us. !
Therefore: Be it resolved that the Elders of the Secwepemc Nation oppose the pipeline 
development by Kinder Morgan !



That was a quick draft. Can we get some feedback on this. !
3:41 
Julianna Alexander 
I just want to add that, with this thought. Being that we are non-treaty, or don’t have no 
treaty at all, our words should stand up a little more than the other adjacent people of 
other provinces. !
4:11 
Richard Lebourdias 
In our hearts we all agree in principle that this not good for our environment because we 
know that they are doing something that is gonna happen.  It is not a matter of if, it’s a 
matter of when.  When is it going to happen?  For example, that pipeline goes right 
through the middle of the Thompson River south of Kamloops.  Now if that pipeline were 
to break, in the middle of that river, there would be, I dunno, how many tons of oil flow 
through Kamloops Lake, down the Thompson River.  That’s our lifeline for fish.  When 
they were asked for an emergency response for a possible break or anything.  I asked 
for that with the head guy.  Never did get a response.  Never did get a report.  I think all 
of their remedies are maybe just on paper. !
5:22 
Dr. Janice Billy 
Referring to what Julianna Alexander said.  This is unceded land and we have never 
given consent.  Free, Prior and Informed Consent. !
5:39 
Joe Thomas 
They are an international company !
5:48  
Bert Denault 
Inaudible !
5:55 
Joe Thomas 
We’re international, like she (Dr. Janice Billy) said.  We don’t have a treaty. !
6:03 
Richard Lebourdias 
OK,  we’ll add that into the… 
Be it resolved: Kinder Morgan has not received Free Prior and Informed Consent… We 
have not given it. !
6:33  
Karen Larsen 
Richard, what happens to the ones who already signed the agreements? 



!
6:36 
Richard Lebourdias 
Nothing we can do about that.  What we are doing, we are starting something brand 
new.  Right at this table.   !!
6:48 
Bert Denault 
They don’t have the authority !
6:36 
Richard Lebourdias 
((((I’m just as much, you’re talking about me when you talk like that)))) !
6:58  
Richard Lebourdias 
You’re talking about my community, not me.  I opposed it all the way. I am only one 
voice.  My community has done that.  Not with my consent.  And that is exactly what Dr. 
Janice Billy is talking about.  Not with my consent.  But it is happening.  There is not a 
damn thing I can do about it. We can’t go back.   !
7:19  
Randy Sam 
Can you write that in this resolution.  That we don’t support the ones who do sign on 
that thing (KM)?  That would give us a bit more teeth.   !
7:55  
Richard Lebourdias 
OK.   
Whereas: We, the Secwepemc Elders do not approve of the communities that signed 
these agreements with KM. Sound Good? !
mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm !
8:34 
Bert Denault 
Where are we gonna send this to? !
8:38 
Richard Lebourdias 
Where are we gonna send this to? 
Who are we gonna send this to?  I presume it will go from here… It will have to our tribal 
council (SNTC) and tribal leaders and move it on up the chain from there.   That’s 
the political way. !



8:48 
BD 
I think it should end up in the media.  The public has to know and maybe they’re the 
one’s to support us as well.   !
8:58 
Randy Sam 
As of last year.  The political made a treaty against Kinder Morgan. As of last year 
UBCIC made a treaty against KM across bc in line with what was going on down 
Standing Rock and also with signatures for the Mohawks also.  So, there’s an alliance in 
the political arena that are against KM. !
9:52 
Richard Lebourdias 
What the hell just happened?? !
Yeah, the UBCIC, I remember that resolution on the news.  Probably this is one thing 
we can do.  We can take a copy of this… I’d like to ask our technical people to draw this 
resolution up properly.  I just got some words scratched down here from Henry (Sauls) 
and if we could do that.  It would be the mindset of what we just talked about.  Give it to 
the UBCIC, SNTC, CTC.  Send a copy to the AFN. !!


